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Abstract:

Obijective: This study aims to examine the impact of place attachment (with a focus on satisfaction
and belonging) on social participation among students residing in Bojnourd University dormitories.

Methods and Materials: The research utilized a descriptive-survey and analytical-correlational
design. The statistical population included male and female dormitory students selected through
convenience sampling. Data were collected using a 21-item researcher-made questionnaire with
confirmed validity and reliability (Cronbach's alpha = 0.853). A total of 124 valid responses were
analyzed using SPSS.

SEpA 5 edBAl Findings: Correlation analysis showed a significant positive relationship between place attachment

9 components and social participation. The correlation coefficient between satisfaction and
participation was 0.606, and between belonging and participation was 0.560 (p < 0.01). Multiple
regression revealed that the two components jointly predicted 39% of the variance in participation
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(R?=0.397), with satisfaction (B = 0.414) being a stronger predictor than belonging ( = 0.29).
Conclusion: The results indicate that place attachment—especially environmental satisfaction—
plays a significant role in enhancing students’ social participation. Thus, designing dormitory
environments that improve perceived spatial quality can foster greater social interaction and
responsibility among students.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Place attachment has emerged as a vital theoretical and

construct in research,

psychology,
sociology, and urban planning. It refers to the emotional,

empirical interdisciplinary

encompassing geography, environmental

cognitive, and functional bond between individuals and their
physical environments, which often translates into
outcomes such as civic

behavioral engagement,

environmental stewardship, and social participation
(Ramkissoon et al.,, 2012; Scannell & Gifford, 2014).
Scholars have long argued that spatial settings are not merely
passive backdrops for social interaction, but active agents in
shaping human experience, identity, and collective behavior
(Diener & Hagen, 2022; Plunkett et al., 2019).

The relevance of place attachment is particularly
accentuated in residential and institutional environments,
such as university dormitories, where the intersection of
social, cultural, and physical dimensions of place becomes a
crucible for shaping individual behavior. In such
environments, the degree to which residents feel satisfied
with their surroundings and develop a sense of belonging can
significantly influence their inclination to participate in
social and communal activities (Chang et al., 2023; Yiet al,,
2023). The two central components of place attachment—
place satisfaction and place belonging—play unique roles in
fostering individuals' emotional connection to space and
engagement with their community (Hosany et al., 2020;
Ozkan & Yilmaz, 2019).

Recent studies have also conceptualized place attachment
as a mediating or moderating factor in multiple behavioral
domains, including pro-environmental action, civic
participation, and loyalty to place (Nursyamsiah & Setiawan,
2023; Soopramanien et al., 2023). For instance, (Buta et al.,
2014) found that residents’ attachment to local protected
areas positively predicted their pro-environmental civic
engagement.

Similarly, (Shaykh-Baygloo, 2020)

demonstrated the role of place attachment in enhancing civic

involvement and place loyalty in new urban towns. These
findings suggest that the affective and evaluative dimensions
of place attachment can act as psychological mechanisms
that encourage individuals to engage more meaningfully
with their spatial and social contexts.

Despite the growing scholarly interest in place
attachment and its effects, relatively few studies have
examined how it impacts social participation in micro-
environments like university dormitories. Given that
dormitories are both residential and social spaces, they
provide a unique context for examining how emotional and
cognitive bonds with place translate into collective action.
Social participation itself has been recognized as a
multidimensional construct encompassing trust, group
involvement, expression of opinions, problem-solving, and
event attendance—all of which are shaped by an individual's
perception of their spatial environment (LeVan, 2016; Wang,
2024).

The present study aims to address this gap by exploring
the relationship between place attachment—operationalized
through place satisfaction and place belonging—and social
participation among students living in Bojnourd University
dormitories. Building on existing literature, the study posits
that higher levels of place satisfaction and belonging will be
associated with increased social participation. By focusing
on a specific population in a structured residential setting,
the research provides insights into how micro-spatial
environments can facilitate or hinder social engagement.
Furthermore, it expands the empirical base for understanding
how place-based emotional constructs influence civic
behaviors in academic communities, contributing to both
theoretical discourse and practical implications for
university housing design and policy-making.

Methods and Materials

The study employed a descriptive-correlational survey
design to investigate the relationship between place
attachment and social participation. The research population
consisted of students residing in the male and female

dormitories at Bojnourd University. Based on Morgan’s
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sampling table and considering the total dormitory
population, 150 students were initially targeted. However, to
increase validity and account for potential dropouts, the
entire available student population was invited to participate.
Ultimately, 124 valid responses were analyzed after
removing incomplete questionnaires.

Data collection was conducted using a structured
questionnaire comprising two sections. The first section
gathered demographic information including age, gender,
level of education, and duration of dormitory residency. The
second section contained 21 five-point Likert-scale items
measuring two main variables: place attachment (with
dimensions of satisfaction and belonging) and social
participation (with components such as trust, group
affiliation, participation in meetings, problem-solving, and
opinion sharing).

The questionnaire's content validity was established
through expert review, and its reliability was confirmed via
a pilot test involving 30 students, yielding a Cronbach’s
alpha of 0.853. Data analysis was performed using SPSS 21.
Descriptive statistics were used to assess the distribution of
responses, while inferential statistics included Pearson
correlation and multiple regression to test the strength and
direction of relationships between variables.

Findings

Descriptive analysis revealed that both dimensions of
place attachment—satisfaction and belonging—were
generally rated as "relatively positive" by the majority of
respondents. Specifically, 34.5% of students reported strong
satisfaction with their dormitory environment, whereas only
15.5% reported strong belonging. Interestingly, while levels
of satisfaction were more uniformly positive, belonging
exhibited a broader distribution, with some respondents
indicating relatively low attachment.

Regarding social participation, students reported the
highest engagement in problem-solving activities (58.6%),
followed by involvement in social groups (39.7%), and
expression of opinions (37.9%). Trust and participation in

dormitory meetings also showed notable, though slightly

lower, engagement rates. This indicates that the student
population demonstrates a moderate-to-high level of
involvement in community-based behaviors within the
dormitory context.

Inferential analysis demonstrated significant positive
correlations between place attachment components and
social participation. Place satisfaction had a stronger
correlation coefficient (r = 0.606, p < 0.01) compared to
place belonging (r = 0.560, p < 0.01), indicating that
evaluative judgments about the physical and social
environment were more predictive of social engagement
than emotional identification with the place.

Multiple regression analysis further validated these
findings. The combined model of satisfaction and belonging
explained 39.7% of the variance in social participation (R? =
0.397, p < 0.01), with a multiple correlation coefficient of R
= 0.63. The standardized regression coefficients (Beta)
revealed that satisfaction (p = 0.414) had a greater influence
on participation than belonging (B = 0.29). Both variables
were statistically significant predictors (p < 0.05),
confirming the hypothesized relationship.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results of this study support the hypothesis that place
attachment significantly influences social participation in
university dormitory environments. Specifically, the
component of satisfaction was found to be a more powerful
predictor than belonging, highlighting the importance of
environmental quality and functional adequacy in shaping
students' engagement behaviors. These findings align with
previous research demonstrating that satisfaction with the
physical and social aspects of place enhances individuals'
willingness to participate in communal activities and
decision-making processes.

The implication here is that place attachment operates not
only as a sentimental or emotional connection but also as a
cognitive assessment of the utility and comfort provided by
the environment. The higher correlation of satisfaction over
belonging suggests that students’ day-to-day experiences—
such as convenience, safety, aesthetics, and service
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quality—play a crucial role in motivating them to take part
in social functions. This observation echoes earlier findings
from studies conducted in recreational settings and urban
public spaces, where satisfaction was linked with higher
levels of civic and pro-environmental engagement.

Furthermore, the study expands the scope of place
attachment research by applying it to a university dormitory
context—a micro-environment where personal identity and
group dynamics converge. The emphasis on institutional
settings contributes to the growing body of literature that
views place attachment as a dynamic and context-dependent
phenomenon, influenced by both interpersonal interactions
and environmental design.

The implications for university administrators and
planners are substantial. Enhancing students' satisfaction
with their living environment—through improvements in

physical infrastructure, service quality, and community-

building initiatives—could lead to measurable increases in
student participation, social cohesion, and even academic
well-being. Investing in student housing not merely as
accommodation but as a community hub can thus foster
long-term benefits for both students and institutions.

In sum, this study confirms that place attachment is a
significant determinant of social participation, with
satisfaction being a particularly influential component. It
reinforces the theoretical frameworks that position place as
central to identity formation, community engagement, and
civic behavior. Practically, the findings provide evidence-
based guidance for designing and managing student housing
environments that encourage meaningful social interaction
and participation. Future research could further explore the
longitudinal effects of place attachment and expand the

inquiry into diverse educational and cultural settings.
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